7.  Statement by the Minister for Health and SociaBervices regarding swine flu
7.1 Deputy A.E. Pryke of Trinity (The Minister for Health and Social Services):

| am grateful for this opportunity to provide Membevith an update on swine flu. As Members
will be aware, cases are increasing rapidly inelerdn the week leading up to 15th November,
119 cases were confirmed compared with 34 caseprtheous week. 50 per cent of swabs
taken from swine flu are now being confirmed asitp@sand 80 per cent of these are children.
To put this into context, swine flu cases are noghér than the number of seasonal flu cases my
department would expect to see at this time of.yaafe are also seeing clusters of swine flu
occurrence in schools and it is for these readuatsat swine flu outbreak has been declared. The
control of this outbreak will be led by the Conanlt in Communicable Diseases, Dr. Ivan
Muscat. With increased levels of swine flu acyivih schools, it is our intention to move to a
heightened phase of containment. By this Wednesdagnorrow - all schools and nursery
children will have been offered the vaccine. | detighted to confirm that over 6,400 primary
school pupils - that is approximately 80 per cdrthe cohort - have already been vaccinated and
that a further 1,000 children in nurseries wouldenbeen vaccinated as well. If the take-up is
similar among secondary schools, it will mean thialeast 80 per cent of all school children -
that is nearly 13,000 of them - will have immuntitythis virus by the first week of December.
As it takes 14 days for immunity to develop, we &y do all we can to contain the virus until
the vaccine takes effect. This means that, instdadaiting for the laboratory results as it
happens now, my department will assume that everydro has a clinical diagnosis of swine flu
has the virus and, as a result, they and theiractsewill be offered the antiviral drug Tamiflu.
My department has written to all G.P.s (generatfiianers) in the Island to notify them of this
change and | want to take this opportunity of thagkthem for all their co-operation and
support. The school vaccination programme has beencredible achievement; it has been a
huge logistical exercise involving a great dealvofk in a very short space of time. Members
should know that this has been only possible bexatisxcellent teamwork that | have observed
in the past few months. | would like to take thigportunity to thank the public health team,
hospital staff, Family Home Care as well as thed&pent of Education, Sport and Culture and
especially the schools for all their hard work aodoperation. This has been a real community
effort and we would not have been able to do squsokly without all their help. Finally, |
would like to remind everyone of the importancecohtinuing with the public health message:
“Catch it, bin it, kill it.”

7.1.1 The Deputy of St. John:

It is only a brief one. Tamiflu, is this taken lbyaor is it by way of an injection? If by way ah
injection, does it mean that you will have to gootigh all the schools yet again?

The Deputy of Trinity:

No. Tamiflu is an antiviral drug which is in tabferm and is dispensed by the G.P.s. It is only
given if you have signs or there has been a clini@gnosis by your G.P. or consultant. If they
have had Tamiflu they still can have the actuatiraeinjection.

7.1.2 Deputy K.C. Lewis:

While | congratulate the Minister for the inocutatiprogramme so far, | am sure the Minister is
aware that there are quite a few parents who chooist have their children inoculated against
this swine flu. Is the Minister aware of any ent¢uwance involved whereby children are barred
from nurseries or schoolg, cetera, should the parents choose not to have the vaccine?

The Deputy of Trinity:

Yes. The Deputy is quite right; the vaccine ioétl to any school child and the parents have to
sign a consent form whether they want their ctolde¢ vaccinated or not vaccinated, the choice
is theirs. A very positive campaign was put intacp before we started the vaccinations in



schools where a team - the Medical Officer of Hedlir. Muscat and the Clinical Immuniser as
well as a consultant from the hospital - went rotm@ public evenings to raise the awareness of
the importance of vaccine and to answer parentg€stipns and concerns, which is quite
understandable. | know of no incident that the idgpvas talking about.

7.1.3 Deputy I.J. Gorst:

| wonder if the Minister could just reconfirm théiring this containment phase any members of
the public who feel that they or a family membevéndlu-like symptoms which might be swine
flu should phone their G.P. and ask them to do rehwisit and that they will continue to be
covered by the special regulations that this Ass$empproved whereby they are only expected
to meet the costs of a normal surgery visit. | demf she could just confirm that will continue
to be in place during this extended containmensehd hank you.

The Deputy of Trinity:

Yes. | can confirm that and also say if peoplecamgcerned that they have swine flu, with a high
temperature or sore throat or whatever, that theeyahtact their G.P. first. Some G.P.s are
arranging a flu clinic at the end of their normhhic days, otherwise they will be doing a home
visit and, if it is a home visit, as the Ministeashsaid, it will be the same price as a visit ® th
surgery. | stress that people do make that phaileather than turning up at our A. and E.
(accident and emergency) department, please.

7.1.4 Deputy M. Tadier:

The question does follow on quite nicely from tb&atDeputy Lewis. | would like to say this
question does not represent my own view but, becabigve had quite a lot of representations
from members of the public, | think it would be hggnt if | did not at least raise it. There are
concerns with the public that the vaccinations malybe safe, that the side effects for children,
in extreme cases, may not be worth the while of tti@ldren getting it, on balance. There is
also a general opinion in some areas that theas edlement of overkill in the whole vaccination
process. So the question | would ask the Ministexrhat steps have she and her department
taken to make the public aware of the risks sottiay can make a fully informed decision as to
whether to inoculate their children?

The Deputy of Trinity:

As | said, this is important and we have been int@oment and | think the Island should be
congratulated for maintaining this containment jghaé/e are ahead of the game. As | say, there
are 119 confirmed cases last week from Wednesdd&yitay and 80 per cent of those were
children so we know it was in their schools. Buinderstand the parents’ concerns and the
parents’ evenings | have mentioned before, and et arranged prior to the vaccination
programme, have been very well attended and thae¢l@nswered everyone’s concerns. But
also, in the Education Department, the pandemicis©igbt up and a variety of staff have manned
it every day answering questions which have coméyirphone or by email, not only from
parents but concerned other Islanders as well &sG.1 stress if anybody does have any
concerns to use one of those 3 methods.

7.1.5 Deputy J.A. Hilton of St. Helier:

| believe the question from Deputy Lewis was askivitgether children who had not had the
vaccination had to stay away from school and | ahsure that the Minister answered that
question. | have just been notified, and | do kredw whether the Minister can confirm this or
not, that children who have not had the vaccinatiomave to stay away from school.

The Deputy of Trinity:

| am not aware, but | can give the Deputy thatnmiation. There have been at schools ... and
also some parents are concerned, too, that thelgtrhagve changed their minds because there



have been some clusters, in 4 schools especiaily,tidey now come back asking for that
vaccination, of which we hope to do by the endhi$ wweek, go back and vaccinate. But the
specific question | will check rather than give duice, and come back to you.

7.1.6 Senator S.C. Ferguson:

In order to clear the air, has the Minister had aatfication - has she in fact made it a notifeabl
requirement - that any side effects on either tahecine or Tamiflu should be notified to the
department and can she supply the statistics @e fiithey exist?

The Deputy of Trinity:

A lot of research is being done all over the waddarding Tamiflu, as well as the vaccine,
ranging from Australia, U.S.A. (United States of Amca), too, and they were all fed into, as |
understand, the W.H.O. (World Health OrganisatioBut the actual specific answers | do not
have, but I can get back to the Senator with that.

7.1.7 Deputy D.J. De Sousa:

Can the Minister inform the House what the depantm® doing to inform parents of students
that are away at university in the U.K. as to whbey will be in the vaccine programme?

The Deputy of Trinity:

That is a very important cohort which we did idgnand our aim is that when they come back
from university they will be offered the vaccine.

7.1.8 Deputy J.M. Macon of St. Saviour:
How will that message be communicated to families slanders?
The Deputy of Trinity:

It will be communicated in the usual way. Theraiset priority of whom to vaccinate first and
our first priority was to vaccinate all healthcaverkers because in fact they will be providing
the care. Then it went on to Islanders who haveugderlying medical conditions; | think that
speaks for itself. Then research did show thdtidm and pregnant mothers were in a high-risk
area, too. So the pregnant mothers have beenneaedi or have been offered the vaccination
and we are now coming to the end of the schoolraraghe, which has been a major exercise
considering that over 16,000 children have beeeredff that vaccination within a week. | think
we just need to understand that it has been axgigcise which has been done effectively and
smoothly with the help of the schools. The nextarbwe are looking at is the children that do
not attend nursery or similar groups and so theyoar next priority. Then we will be going on
with that. It is assessed on a day-by-day basials® it is a very fast-moving situation. | would
like to assure everyone that there is enough vadoineveryone to be offered it and our hope is
that we can vaccinate at least half of the poputabefore Christmas.



